
Did You Know? 
 

ST. GEORGE’S INAUGURAL SERVICE, October 20, 1847 
 
Full Text: 
This beautiful little Church was opened for divine service on Sunday last, by the Right 
Reverend the Bishop of Toronto [Bishop John Strachan].   Long before the hour appointed 
for the commencement of public worship, every pew and passage was filled by a most 
respectable congregation; and it was estimated that there were upwards of two hundred 
persons who were disappointed in gaining admission. 
 
Prayers were said by the Rev. Henry Brent, after which his Lordship delivered an impressive 
discourse from Joshua xxiv. 15, “Choose you this day whom ye will serve, whether the God 
which your fathers served, that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites in whose land ye dwell; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”  We 
have seldom listened to a sermon so well adapted to the occasion, and the stirring appeals 
to the Christian liberality of the congregation which it embodied, were practically 
responded to by a collection amounting to upwards of £19.  We must not forget to mention, 
that the musical portions of the service we admirably executed by a select and efficient 
choir, composed of several vocalists from Toronto, the whole being under the direction of 
Mr. J. P. Clarke, Mus. Bac. 
 
The sacred edifice which has been thus happily completed, does great credit to the taste 
and judgment of the Architect, Mr. Thomas; and with its graceful, well-proportioned spire, 
forms a striking object in the locality where it is situated. Altogether it is one of the most 
picturesque ecclesiastical structures which we have seen in Canada West, and gives quite 
an English character to the surrounding landscape.  No small praise is due to William 
Gamble, Esq., and the other members of the building committee, for the tasteful and 
becoming manner in which the painting and other adornments of the Church are executed. 
 
Among the visitors who accompanied his Lordship on this interesting occasion, we noticed 
Mrs. Strachan, the Hon. Solicitor General, the Hon. Wm. Allan, T. W. Birchall, Esq., Clarke 
Gamble Esq., &c. &c. – Church, October 22. 
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