
1 

ST. GEORGE’S ON-THE-HILL ANGLICAN CHURCH 
 

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Sun, July 26, 2026, 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

 
 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

T H E  G AT H E R I N G  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
We gather with song and prayer as the People of God 

 
The Apostolic Greeting & Collect for Purity 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Presider: Almighty God, 
People: to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.  Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn: #361 Surely It Is God Who Saves Me PLEASE STAND 
 

1. Surely it is God who saves me; I shall trust and have no fear. 
 For the Lord defends and shields me and his saving help is near. 
 So rejoice as you draw water from salvation's healing spring; 
 In the day of your deliverance thank the Lord, his mercies sing. 
 

2. Make God's deeds known to the peoples: tell out his exalted name. 
 Praise the Lord, who has done great things; all his works God's might proclaim. 
 Zion, lift your voice in singing; for with you has come to dwell, 
 In your very midst, the great and Holy One of Israel. 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
 

T H E  P R O C L A M AT I O N  O F  T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  
We read and respond to God’s message in scripture 

 

 PLEASE BE SEATED 
First Reading: Genesis 29:15-28 Read by Linda Javorski 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

Laban said to Jacob, "Because you are my kinsman, should you therefore serve me for nothing?  Tell me, what 
shall your wages be?"  Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the elder was Leah, and the name of the 
younger was Rachel.  Leah's eyes were lovely, and Rachel was graceful and beautiful.  Jacob loved Rachel; so he 
said, "I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel."  Laban said, "It is better that I give her to 
you than that I should give her to any other man; stay with me."  So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and 
they seemed to him but a few days because of the love he had for her.  Then Jacob said to Laban, "Give me my 
wife that I may go in to her, for my time is completed."  So Laban gathered together all the people of the place, 
and made a feast.  But in the evening he took his daughter Leah and brought her to Jacob; and he went in to 
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her.  (Laban gave his maid Zilpah to his daughter Leah to be her maid.)  When morning came, it was Leah!  And 
Jacob said to Laban, "What is this you have done to me?  Did I not serve with you for Rachel?  Why then have 
you deceived me?"  Laban said, "This is not done in our country - giving the younger before the firstborn.  
Complete the week of this one, and we will give you the other also in return for serving me another seven years."  
Jacob did so, and completed her week; then Laban gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection) 
 

Psalm 105:1-8 (Tune: O Waly Waly #541) PLEASE REMAIN SEATED & JOIN IN SINGING 
 

Give thanks to God, make known God’s name, 
God’s deeds and acts to everyone; 
Sing praise, sing praise to God and tell 
The mighty wonders that are done. 
 

Rejoice in God, all hearts that seek 
To know God’s name and find God’s grace; 
Search for the Lord and all God’s strength, 
And ever live to see God’s face. 
 

The Lord is God, throughout the world 
God’s righteous laws and good prevail; 
God’s covenant and promises 
God ever keeps and will not fail. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 Read by Nancy Lou Farrell 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Church in Rome. 
 

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 
intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  We know that all things work together for 
good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  
And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 
justified he also glorified.  What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?  He who 
did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else?  Who 
will bring any charge against God's elect?  It is God who justifies.  Who is to condemn?  It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us.  Who will separate us from the 
love of Christ?  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  As it is 
written, "For your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered."  No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection) 
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Gospel Acclamation PLEASE STAND 

 
 

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: (sung) Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Jesus put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and 
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes 
a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches."  He told them another parable: "The 
kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was 
leavened.  The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.  Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.  So it will be at the end of the age.  The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Have you understood all this?"  They answered, "Yes."  And he said to 
them, "Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old." 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: (sung) Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon: Fr. Andrew Sheldon 
 

(After the sermon, please keep a period of silence for reflection) 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Iona Community) PLEASE STAND 
Presider: As we stand, I invite those who would like to make a profession of Christian faith to join with me in 

these words from the Iona Community. 
People: We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of the one God, 
 Maker and Sustainer of earth, sea, and sky. 
 Born of Mary’s womb, 
 Faithful to the God of Abraham and Sarah, 
 Jesus healed the sick, served the poor, and proclaimed heaven on earth. 
 Condemned by the religious, crucified by the state, 
 He died but transformed even death and rose to life everlasting. 
 He blessed the disciples with the Holy Spirit 
 And sent them forth, east and west, north and south. 
 We commit ourselves to Jesus, 
 To one another as siblings in Christ 
 And to God’s mission in the world. 
 In the grace of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Presider: Having reaffirmed our faith, let us offer our prayers to God. 
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The Prayers of the People Led by Linda Javorski 
Please respond to the petition “Creator God,” with the response, “hear our prayer.” 
 

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us.  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Peace    
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

(We encourage you to share a sign of peace with those around you as you are comfortable) 
 

T H E  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  T H E  E U C H A R I S T  
We share God’s banquet of love for this community of faith 

 

Offertory Hymn: CP #628 O Love, How Deep (vv. 1, 2, 4, 6) PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING 
 

1. O love, how deep, how broad, how high!  It fills the heart with ecstasy, 
 That God, the Son of God, should take our mortal form for mortals' sake. 
 

2. God sent no angel to our race, of higher or of lower place, 
 But wore the robe of human frame for us, and to this lost world came. 
 

4. For us he prayed, for us he taught, for us his daily works he wrought; 
 By words and signs, and actions, thus still seeking not himself but us. 
 

6. For us he rose from death again, for us he went on high to reign, 
 For us he sent his Spirit here to guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 
 

Prayer over the Gifts 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Presiding Celebrant acclaims the life-giving power of God in the story of salvation and calls on us to join all creation in 
the song of the angels.  We then sing verses 1-3 of the Sanctus: 
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The Presiding Celebrant recounts God’s continuing love in the history of humanity and in the sending of his son, Jesus Christ.  
We join Jesus as he celebrates his Last Supper and acclaim his giving of himself in the gifts of bread and wine.  After the 

words over the cup and the elevation of the chalice, we sing: 
 

People: (sing verse 4) Glory, glory, glory!  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 Glory, glory, glory!  Hosanna in the highest! 

 

The Presiding Celebrant calls on the Holy Spirit to bless and strengthen us, the Church, until we come to share the joys of heaven.  
We praise God's endless love, and at the elevation of the bread and cup, we sing: 

 

People: (sing verse 5) Glory, glory, glory!  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 Glory, glory, glory!  Amen, amen! 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider: We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
All: We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

Presider: The gifts of God for the People of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Song for the Breaking of the Bread 

 

 



6 

 
 

The Communion PLEASE BE SEATED 
All who seek God in Christ are welcome to receive the sacrament of holy communion. 
If you would prefer a blessing, simply fold your arms across your chest to indicate this. 

Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

Prayer after Communion PLEASE STAND 
 

The Doxology 
Presider: Glory to God, 
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from 

generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn: CP #348 The Living God Be Praised (vv. 1, 2, 4) PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING 
 

1. The living God be praised!  Give honour to God's name, 
 Who was, and is, and is to be, for aye the same; 
 The one eternal God ere all that now appears, 
 The First, the Last, beyond all thought God's timeless years! 
 

2. Without a form is God, nor can we comprehend 
 The measure of God's love for us without an end. 
 For God is Lord of all, creation speaks God's praise; 
 The human race and all that lives God's will obeys. 
 

4. Eternal life hath God implanted in the soul; 
 God's love shall be our strength and stay while ages roll. 
 The living One be praised!  Give honour to God's name, 
 Who was, and is, and is to be, for aye the same. 
 
Blessing & Dismissal 
Presider: Go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 
Today’s liturgy is drawn from the Book of Alternative Services copyright © 1985 and Common Praise copyright © 1998 

by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. 
Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, 

from Anglican Liturgical Library. Further copying is prohibited. 
 

Music & lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733388. All rights reserved. 
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