ST. GEORGE’S ON-THE-HILL ANGLICAN CHURCH
The Second Sunday of Easter

Sun, April 12, 2026, 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist

Prelude: Spring A. Vivaldi

Welcome & Announcements

THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY
We gather with song and prayer as the People of God

Processional Hymn: #237 Now the Green Blade Rises PLEASE STAND

1. Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
Wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
Love lives again, that with the dead has been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

2. Inthe grave they laid him, Love by hatred slain,
Thinking that he would never wake again,
Laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

3. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain,
He that for three days in the grave had lain;
Raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

4. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
Your touch can call us back to life again,
Fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
Love is come again like wheat arising green.

Easter Greeting

Presider:  Alelluia! Christ is risen!

People: The Lord is risen indeed, alleluia!
(repeat three times, each time louder!)

Presider: May his grace and peace be with you!

People: May he fill our hearts with joy!

Song of Praise: Gloria (Tune: Easter Hymn)

Glory be to God, we sing, Alleluia! Peace on earth to all you bring; Alleluia!
Worship, thanks and glory be, Alleluia! To our God eternally, Alleluia!

Lamb of God, to you we pray, Alleluia! Hear and take our sins away; Alleluia!
You are seated high above, Alleluia! Hear our prayer, O Lord of love. Alleluia!
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Glory to the Holy One, Alleluia! You Most High upon your throne; Alleluia!
Jesus Christ the risen Lord, Alleluia! And the Spirit we adore. Alleluia!

The Prayer of the Day

THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD

We read and respond to God’s message in scripture

PLEASE BE SEATED
First Reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
A Reading from the Book of Acts.

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, "You that are Israelites, listen to what |
have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God
did through him among you, as you yourselves know - this man, handed over to you according to the definite plan
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God raised him up,
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning
him, 'l saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken; therefore my heart
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One experience corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.' Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with
an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.' This
Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses."

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection)

Psalm 133 (Tune: New Britain #352) PLEASE REMAIN SEATED & JOIN IN SINGING

When people live as one in peace,
At peace in unity,

Behold how good a thingit is,

A pleasant thing to see.

It is like flowing, fragrant oil

Which glistens and runs down

On head and beard, on Aaron’s beard
And collar of his gown.

It is like Hermon’s early dew

That falls on Zion’s hill,

For there the Lord has promised life
And gives a blessing still.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
A Reading from the First Letter of Peter.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled,
and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various
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trials, so that the genuineness of your faith - being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by
fire - may be found to result in praise and glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an
indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection)

Gospel Acclamation PLEASE STAND

o &
9 Al -le-1lui - ia, al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -1lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia!

Je-sus is ri - sen from the dead! Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia!

The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31
Reader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People: (sing) Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Alleluia, alleluia!

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the people, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." After
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you." When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;
if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless
| see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, | will not
believe." A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered
him, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe." Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Reader: The Gospel of Christ.
People: (sing) Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise be to you, Lord Jesus Christ! Alleluia, alleluia!

Sermon: Fr Andrew Sheldon
(After the sermon, please keep a period of silence for reflection)

Affirmation of Faith: The Baptismal Covenant PLEASE STAND
Presider: As we stand, | invite those who would like to make a profession of Christian faith to join with me in
these words from our baptismal covenant.



People:

Presider:
People:

Presider:
People:

Presider:
People:

Presider:
People:

Presider:

People:

Presider:

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the
prayers?
I will, with God's help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God's help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?
I will, with God's help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself?
I will, with God's help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?
I will, with God's help.

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God's creation, and respect, sustain and renew the life
of the Earth?
I will, with God's help.

Having reaffirmed our faith, let us offer our prayers to God.

The Prayers of the People
Please respond to the petition “Let us pray to the Lord,” with the response, “Hear us, Lord of Glory.”

All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.

The Peace

Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And also with you.

(We encourage you to share a sign of peace with those around you as you are comfortable)
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST
We share God’s banquet of love for this community of faith
Offertory Hymn: CP #225 Come Away to the Skies PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING

1. Come away to the skies, my beloved, arise
And rejoice in the day thou wast born.
On this festival day, come exulting away,
And with singing to Zion return.

2. Now with singing and praise, let us spend all the days
By our gracious Creator bestowed,
While by grace we receive from God's bounty, we live
To the honour and glory of God.

3. For the glory we were first created to share,
Both the nature and kingdom divine!
Now created again that our lives may remain,
Throughout time and eternity thine.



4. We with thanks do approve the design of that love
Which has joined us to Jesus' name;
So united in heart, let us nevermore part,
Till we meet at the feast of the Lamb.

5. Hallelujah we sing, to the heaven's high King,

And our rapturous praises repeat:
To the Lamb that was slain, hallelujah again,
Sing all heaven, and fall at his feet.

Prayer over the Gifts

The Eucharistic Prayer

Presider: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Presider: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presiding Celebrant acclaims the life-giving power of God in the story of salvation and calls on us to join all creation in
the song of the angels. We then sing verses 1-2 of the Sanctus:
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The Presiding Celebrant recounts God’s continuing love in the history of humanity and in the sending of his son, Jesus Christ.
We join Jesus as he celebrates his Last Supper and acclaim his giving of himself in the gifts of bread and wine. After the
words over the cup and the elevation of the chalice, we sing:

(sing verse 3) Glory to you, O Lord; glory for evermore!
Glory, glory, glory to you!

People:



The Presiding Celebrant calls on the Holy Spirit to bless and strengthen us, the Church, until we come to share the joys of heaven.
We praise God's endless love, and at the elevation of the bread and cup, we sing:

People: (sing verse 4) Glory to you, O Lord; glory for evermore!
Amen, amen, amen!

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider: Lord, we died with you on the cross.
All: Now we are raised to new life.
Presider: We were buried in your tomb.

All: Now we share in your resurrection.
Presider: Live in us, that we may live in you.

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Song for the Breaking of the Bread
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URSULA & DIETER TRAUTWEIN (ARR.)
The Communion PLEASE BE SEATED
All who seek God in Christ are welcome to receive the sacrament of holy communion.
If you would prefer a blessing, simply fold your arms across your chest to indicate this.
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.
Music during Communion: Alleluja W. Boyce
Joy Is Come arr. A. Carter
Prayer after Communion PLEASE STAND

The Doxology

Presider: Glory to God,

All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from
generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Polychronia (“Many Years”) (Tune: Tallis’ Canon)
Presider: Let us call down God’s blessing:
All: God give you many, many years to thank him for his blessings here.

And many, many, many more to pray God still his grace to pour.



Easter Blessing

Presider: May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his
Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.

People: Alleluia!

Presider: May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us into newness of life, make you holy and
worthy to be united with Christ forever. Alleluia!
May God who has brought us out of bondage into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring
you to your eternal inheritance. Alleluia!
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain
with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn: CP #211 Good Christians All, Rejoice and Sing PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING

1. Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!

Now is the triumph of our King!
To all the world glad news we bring:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Lord of life is risen today!
Sing songs of praise along his way;
Let all the earth rejoice and say:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Praise we in songs of victory

That love, that life which cannot die,
And sing with hearts uplifted high:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Your name we bless, O risen Lord,
And sing today with one accord
The life laid down, the life restored:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Dismissal

Presider:
People:

Postlude: Laudate Dominum

Go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

G. F. Handel
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