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ST. GEORGE’S ON-THE-HILL ANGLICAN CHURCH 
 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 26th, 2023 
10:30am Holy Eucharist 

 

 
 

The crèche (nursery) is attended and available for babies and toddlers. 
Lay Anointing and Prayers for Healing are available after communion when lay anointers are present. 

 

Welcome & Announcements 
 

T H E  G AT H E R I N G  O F  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  
We gather with song and prayer as the People of God 

 

Kyrie Eleison (Lord, Have Mercy) PLEASE STAND 

 
 Music: Marty Haugen 
 Copyright: GIA Publications 

 

Choir: Lord Jesus, you plant a grain in the desert, food to nourish your journey. 
All: Christe eleison . . .  
 

Choir: You come now in word and sacrament to strengthen us on our journey. 
All: Kyrie eleison . . .  
 

The Apostolic Greeting 

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 
you all. 

People: And also with you. 
 

Presider: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People: God’s mercy endures for ever. 
 

Invitation to Confession and Absolution PLEASE KNEEL AS YOU ARE ABLE 
Lent is the season for sober reflection on the ways in which we fall short of God’s idea for us.  As such, it is customary to begin 
our worship with a penitent heart. 
 

Presider: Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; God welcomes sinners and 
invites them to God’s table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 
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 Most merciful God, 
All: we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbours as ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Presider: Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn: #179 Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery (vv. 1, 5, 6f) PLEASE STAND 
During this hymn, we are sprinkled with water as a symbol of God’s forgiveness and our new life in Christ. 
 

Tree of Life and awesome mystery, in your death we are reborn; 
Though you die in all of history, still you rise with every morn, still you rise with every morn. 
 

Christ, you lead and we shall follow, stumbling though our steps may be; 
One with you in joy and sorrow, we the river, you the sea, we the river, you the sea. 
 

God of all our fear and sorrow, God who lives beyond our death, 
Hold us close through each tomorrow, love as near as every breath, love as near as every breath. 
 

The Prayer of the Day 
 

T H E  P R O C L A M AT I O N  O F  T H E  W O R D  O F  G O D  
We read and respond to God’s message in scripture 

 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 PLEASE BE SEATED 
A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel. 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry.  He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?"  I answered, "O Lord God, you know."  Then he said to me, 
"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 
the Lord."  So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live."  I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole 
house of Israel.  They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.'  Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the 
Lord. 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection) 
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Psalm 126:1-6 PLEASE REMAIN SEATED 

 
 

Choir: Unless the Lord builds the house, * their labour is in vain who build it. 
 Unless the Lord watches over the city, * in vain the watchman keeps his vigil. 
All: Bless the Lord, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
 Bless the Lord, my soul, who leads me into life. 
 

Choir: It is in vain that you rise so early and go to bed so late; * vain, too, to eat the bread of toil, for he gives 
to his beloved sleep. 

 Children are a heritage from the Lord * and the fruit of the womb is a gift. 
All: Bless the Lord, my soul . . . 
 

Choir: Like arrows in the hand of a warrior * are the children of one's youth. 
 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them! *  He shall not be put to shame when he contends 

with his enemies in the gate. 
All: Bless the Lord, my soul . . . 
 

Second Reading:  Romans 8:6-11 
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Church in Rome. 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.  Live as children of light - for the fruit of the light is 
found in all that is good and right and true.  Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.  Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them.  For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is light.  Therefore it says, 
"Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
Reader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please keep a period of silence for reflection) 
 

Gospel Acclamation: We Are Not Alone (P. Choplin) PLEASE STAND 
 

The Holy Gospel: John 11:1-45 
Reader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Reader: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.  So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you love is ill."  But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it."  Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 
 

Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."  The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were 
just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?"  Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight?  Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.  But those who 
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walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them."  After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him."  The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
be all right."  Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely 
to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.  For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 
believe.  But let us go to him."  Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that 
we may die with him." 
 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about 
their brother.  When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home.  
Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that God 
will give you whatever you ask of him."  Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  Martha said to him, "I 
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day."  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the 
life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die.  Do you believe this?"  She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world." 
 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and 
is calling for you."  And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.  Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.  The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.  They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there.  When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died."  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her 
also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, "Where have you laid him?"  They said 
to him, "Lord, come and see."  Jesus began to weep.  So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"  But some of them 
said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?" 
 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.  Jesus said, 
"Take away the stone."  Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because 
he has been dead four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?"  So they took away the stone.  And Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me.  
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me."  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!"  The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, 
"Unbind him, and let him go."  Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
 

Reader: The Gospel of Christ. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Sermon: Fr. Michelle 
 

(After the sermon, please keep a period of silence for reflection.) 
 

The Prayers of the People PLEASE KNEEL OR STAND AS YOU PREFER 
Please respond to the petition “Living God, breathe into us” with “that we may live in you.” 
 

The Peace   PLEASE STAND  
Presider:  The peace of the Lord be always with you! 
People: And also with you! 
 

(We encourage you to share a sign of peace with those around you as you are comfortable.) 
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T H E  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  T H E  E U C H A R I S T  
We share God’s banquet of love for this community of faith 

 

Offertory Hymn: CP #442 Great God, Your Love Has Called Us Here PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING 
Great God, your love has called us here as we, by love, for love were made. 
Your living likeness still we bear, though marred, dishonoured, disobeyed. 
We come, with all our heart and mind, your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

We come with self-inflicted pains of broken trust and chosen wrong; 
Half-free, half-bound by inner chains; by social forces swept along, 
By powers and systems close confined; yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

Great God, in Christ you call our name and then receive us as your own 
Not through some merit, right, or claim, but by your gracious love alone. 
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, and humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed and show how grandly love intends 
To work till all creation sings, to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 
 

Great God, in Christ you set us free, your life to live, your joy to share. 
Give us your Spirit's liberty to turn from guilt and dull despair 
And offer all that faith can do while love is making all things new. 
 

Prayer Over the Gifts 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 
 

 

The Presiding Celebrant will begin the Eucharistic Prayer by either singing or saying the preface to the prayer.  The preface 
will conclude with the words “to proclaim the glory of your name.”   

We then sing verses 1-3 of the Sanctus as follows: 
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The Presiding Celebrant continues the Eucharistic Prayer. 
After the words over the cup and the elevation of the chalice, we sing verse 4 of the Sanctus: 

 

People: (verse 4) Glory, glory, glory!  For evermore be glory! 
 For evermore be glory to you!  Glory be to you! 
 

The Presiding Celebrant concludes the Eucharistic Prayer, 
and at the elevation of the bread and cup, we sing verse 5 of the Sanctus: 

 

People: (verse 5) Glory, glory, glory!  For evermore be glory! 
 For evermore be glory to you!  Amen, amen! 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Presider: As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
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The Breaking of the Bread #7 
Presider: We break this bread, 
All: Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
 

Presider: Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
All: If we have died with him, we shall live with him; if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 
 

Song for the Breaking of Bread: Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Communion PLEASE BE SEATED 
All are welcome to come forward, including children and infants.  Those who are baptised may receive holy communion.  Those 
who do not take communion are welcome to receive a blessing.  Please cross your arms over your chest to indicate this to the 

priest. 
 

If you do not wish to drink from the common cup, please cross your hands over your chest when you are presented with the 
chalice.  Dipping the bread in the chalice is not permitted.  Receiving in one kind is considered full participation in the 

sacrament.  Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 
 

All are welcome to receive Lay Anointing and Prayers for Healing when lay anointers are present.  If you wish to receive 
anointing, please go to the Lady Altar and/or Book of Remembrance after partaking in communion.  Please state your name 

and your prayer request, if desired, to the anointer. 
 

Music During Communion 
Communion Hymn: Let Us Be Bread 

 

 

 
 

Choir: See how my people have nothing to eat.  Give them the bread that is you. 
All: Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord, broken and shared, life for the world. 
 Let us be wine, love freely poured.  Let us be one in the Lord.  
 

Choir: As God has loved me so I have loved you.  Go and live on in my love. 
All: Let us be bread . . . 
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Anthem: Like as the Hart N. Rawsthorne 
 

Prayer after Communion PLEASE STAND 
 

The Doxology 
Presider: Glory to God, 
All: whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.  Glory to God from 

generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn: CP #176 By the Holy Spirit Sent PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING 
By the Holy Spirit sent, Jesus to the desert went, 
That he might his children show how sin's power to overthrow. 
 

With a word he could have made bread from stones around him laid; 
Yet till forty days were past, still he kept a holy fast. 
 

When the devil at his side tried to make him sin through pride, 
He would give no outward sign that he was God's son divine. 
 

Calmly he refused to win by a single act of sin 
Of the whole wide world the throne; he would worship God alone. 
 

Since our loving Saviour thus kept a sacred Lent for us, 
We, through him, can conquer sin and a royal victory win. 
 

Dismissal 
 

In the spirit of Lent, you are invited to take time for silent reflection and prayer before departing. 

 
 

Music & lyrics reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-733388. All rights reserved. 
 

Today’s liturgy is drawn from the Book of Alternative Services copyright © 1985 and Common Praise copyright © 1998 by the General 
Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved.  Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book Centre, a 

ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library. Further copying is prohibited. 
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